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disputation that would have done credit to a statesman,
Bai managed to learn the truth for two hundred rupees.
Lalji Rao stated that the diamonds had never been
returned to the strong-room since the Maharaja had
taken delivery of them in the presence of Durrant and
another English Sahib, named Mitchell The latter had
left for Europe with Durrant Sahib immediately
afterwards.
Olga evinced the greatest sympathy with the Maharani
and, although she was unaware of it, kindled in the
Princess's heart that rare, self-effacing, Indian affection
which death alone can terminate. Before leaving the
Princess's apartments, Olga resmmg a rope of pearls that
had been lying broken in the MaharanTs jewel case, so
that the Maharaja's wife should have some neck ornament
of value to vaunt at her party, for to a Hindu woman a
necklace is an essential piece of jewellery.
It seemed to Olga that she had only just fallen asleep
when she was aroused by Bai, who again summoned her
to the Maharani's presence. The Princess was calmer
than on the previous evening. She was concentrating on
the execution of a project over which she had been
brooding for some considerable time, and which had
been brought to maturity by her indignation over the
loss of her diamonds. She resolved to enlist Olga's
assistance in the campaign she was initiating against the
Maharaja, for she assumed that the English girl must be
as indignant at falling into royal disfavour, as she herself
would have been in similar circumstances. The Princess
proposed that Olga should enter her service and occupy a
bedroom in her own suite. Olga welcomed the change
and her few belongings were soon transferred into her
new apartment, a krge stone-floored bedroom, devoid of
everything but the barest necessities. The Maharani
also suggested that Olga should adopt Indian costume,
for the Princess was afraid that if the English girl
wore scanty European dress she might recaptivate the